between 15 and 20 per cent. First, from the action of the toxin or toxins on the nervous system, with the production of pyrexia, delirium, insomnia, &c., and the possible profound involvement of the vital centres (cardiac, respiratory, vasomotor) in the medulla oblongata.
Second, from the involvement of respiratory organs, as evidenced by the local manifestations of the diseases in the consolidated lung, the danger being in some measure commensurate with the amount of pulmonary tissue involved ; and, further, as evidenced by the great strain, and it may be exhaustion, of the nervo-muscular mechanism carrying on respiration.
Third, and most important, from the tendency to failure of the heart, arising from several causes :?(a) The action of the poison on the nervo-muscular mechanism of the heart, (b) the granular degeneration of the cardiac muscle under the influence of high temperature, and (c) the overloading and distension of the right ventricle consequent on pulmonary obstruction, and intensified by the negative pressure' within the thorax being diminished.
Associated with this condition of the right side of the heart is the general venous engorgement and a degree of arterial anaemia.
This last fact tells again on the heart itself by diminishing the nutrition of the heart-muscle from lack of a proper supply of blood through the coronary arteries. given early, the heart fails, the alcohol may be given-as well. The combination will do well, because the constricting power of digitalis on the arterioles will prevent any further softening of the pulse from the effect of the alcohol.
The advantage of digitalis is that it assists the overloaded right side of the heart by increasing the force of cardiac contraction, and at the same time lengthening the diastole. Digitalis does not always succeed. Brunton and Cash showed long ago that heat had a paralysing effect on the vagal or inhibitory mechanism of the heart, and the heart was accelerated just as if the vagi were cut. Now, digitalis acts partly through this mechanism stimulating it, and then slowing the heart's action. A 
